Senior Seminar (FREN 481): Literature & the City  

University of Mary Washington, Spring 2009

MW 5:00-6:15 @ Combs 213
Professor B. Donaldson        E-mail: bdonalds@umw.edu               

Office: Combs 224               Tel: x 1988

Office Hours: MW 4:00-5:00, TR 2:00-3:30 and by appointment

Required Texts:

Illusions perdues (Balzac, 1836) 

Les Fleurs du Mal (Baudelaire, 1857) 

Le Ventre de Paris (Zola, 1873) 

Au Bonheur des dames (Zola, 1883) 

This course focuses on French novels, poetry, and essays from the 19th and 20th centuries that feature the city of Paris, primarily in the work of Balzac, Zola, and Baudelaire.  The texts represent the city at different periods, and we will examine the accompanying literary, historical, social, architectural, artistic, and cultural developments.  Throughout the semester we will examine the way in which Paris has provided inspiration for and drawn inspiration from literature and, in turn, probe the way in which the texts influence our relationship to the city, and the city influences our relationship to texts.

Honor Code

A basic requirement of French 481 is that each student handing in the required work must have completed it individually by his/her own effort and without help.  Receiving help from outside sources such as translation software, peer-editing, copying, etc. constitutes a violation of the Honor Code.  Outside Sources means sources other than designated textbooks or other material provided by the professor for specific assignments..

Disability Services

The Office of Disability Services has been designated by the University as the primary office to guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities.  If you already receive services through ODS and require accommodations for this class, make an appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodations and bring your accommodation letter with you.  I will hold any information you share with me in the strictest confidence unless you instruct me otherwise.  

Course Objectives 

As this is your final course for the French major, I have four primary goals for the course: 1) to expose you to canonical texts which you have not yet had the chance to read in full, 2) to solidify what you have learned over the last four years about both the history and culture of France and about literary analysis, 3) to introduce you to some of the important critics and literary critics who have influenced modern society, and 4) to give you more flexibility in terms of the assignments, thereby allowing you to apply what you have learned in your French courses and to integrate some of your other interests as well.
Class Attendance 

Attendance is critical to doing well in this course. You will be allowed three absences throughout the course of the semester.  Beginning with the fourth absence your final grade will begin to drop by one increment (e.g. from an A to an A-) per absence. I therefore highly recommend that you save your allotted absences for important events or unanticipated illnesses that might come up.  Keep in mind that participation in class discussions in terms of the frequency and substance of your response has a direct proportional bearing on your grade.
Required Work
No late work will be accepted unless previous arrangement has been made with me through personal contact. 

Blackboard
For each reading assignment you will participate in a discussion board for which you will make comments and ask two analytical/thought questions of your own (i.e. not factual), and answer one of your classmates’ questions which has not yet been answered.  To do so, go to Blackboard, click on the Discussion Board bubble on the left, and then choose the Forum for that night’s reading.  To write your question, click “Add a new thread”.  To respond to someone else’s question, click on that question.  Please complete this assignment no later than 4:00pm on the day it is due so that I will have a chance to read through what you’ve written before class starts.
Presentation on Secondary Sources

Given the length of the novels, we will not be able to read as much secondary source materials as I would have liked.  Instead, I will provide the class with a list of articles and secondary sources (see appendix to syllabus) which treat either the city of Paris specifically or the theme of the city in general.  Each student will choose one work from this list and will present it to the class in a presentation of no less than 20-minutes.  Your fellow students will not have done the reading so you need to provide enough background information and visual aids for them to follow along.  This is excellent practice for any situation in which you are asked to speak to a group whose knowledge of your topic is minimal or non-existent.
Final Paper

A draft for the final paper must be handed in to me on April 1st.  This composition which counts as your final exam should be a 10-12-page research paper for which you are expected to present original, close analysis supported by research on and criticism.  You may choose any topic you would like but should pass it by me before beginning your research so I can help send you in the right direction.  The final version is due on April 30 by 5:00.
Final Paper Workshop Presentation

When you hand in your draft to me on April 1st, I will make corrections and suggestions and will also assign a topic for your 20-minute presentation on the second to last day of class, April 20th.  The topic will be an aspect of your paper which I think you should explore in more detail, and preparing for the workshop should help you improve your final paper.

	Resources 

I highly recommend the ARTFL database (www.lib.uchicago.edu/efts/ARTFL/databases/TLF) which includes 2000 texts of French literature of all genres.

The MLA database of articles on foreign languages and literatures can also be accessed through the library’s website.  The library makes it very easy to get a copy of any article within a matter of days.

Grade Distribution






                        Grade Scale
40%
Participation & Discussion Board

30%
Final Paper
15%
Final Paper Workshop
15%
Secondary Source Presentation

93 - 100%          A 

90 - 92%            A-

87 - 89%            B+ 

83 - 86%            B 

80 - 82%            B-

77 - 79%            C+

73 - 76%            C 

70 - 72%            C-

67 - 69%            D+ 

63 - 66%            D

< 63% 
               F


	
	DATE
	IN CLASS / READINGS
	HOMEWORK

	  Week 1
	Mon, Jan 12
	Introduction to Course
	

	
	Wed, Jan 14
	Illusions perdues
	Illusions perdues 169-219

	  Week 2
	Mon, Jan 19
	CLASS CANCELLED (MLK HOLIDAY)

	
	Wed, Jan 21
	Illusions perdues
	Illusions perdues 219-269

	   Week 3
	Mon, Jan 26
	Illusions perdues
	Illusions perdues 269-319

	
	Wed, Jan 28
	Illusions perdues
	Illusions perdues 319-369

	 Week 4
	Mon, Feb 2
	Illusions perdues
	Illusions perdues 369-419

	
	Wed, Feb 4
	Illusions perdues
	Illusions perdues 419-473

	 Week 5
	Mon, Feb 9
	Baudelaire
	“Painter of Modern Life”

	
	Wed, Feb 11
	Baudelaire
	Poetry Selections

	 Week 6
	Mon, Feb 16
	Baudelaire
	Poetry Selections

	
	Wed, Feb 18
	Le Ventre de Paris
	Ventre de Paris 31-80

	Week 7
	Mon, Feb 23
	Le Ventre de Paris
	Ventre de Paris 80-129

	
	Wed, Feb 25
	Le Ventre de Paris
	Ventre de Paris 129-178

	SPRING BREAK

	Week 8
	Mon, Mar 9
	Le Ventre de Paris
	Ventre de Paris 178-227

	
	Wed, Mar 11
	Le Ventre de Paris
	Ventre de Paris 227-276

	Week 9
	Mon, Mar 16
	Le Ventre de Paris
	Ventre de Paris 276-325

	
	Wed, Mar 18
	Le Ventre de Paris
	Ventre de Paris 325-374

	 Week 10
	Mon, Mar 23
	Le Ventre de Paris
	Ventre de Paris 374-424

	
	Wed, Mar 25
	Au Bonheur des dames
	Bonheur des Dames 29-86

	 Week 11
	Mon, Mar 30
	Au Bonheur des dames
	Bonheur des Dames 87-143

	
	Wed, Apr 1
	Au Bonheur des dames
	Bonheur des Dames 144-202
Final Paper Draft Due

	 Week 12
	Mon, Apr 6
	Au Bonheur des dames
	Bonheur des Dames 203-261

	
	Wed, Apr 8
	Au Bonheur des dames
	Bonheur des Dames 262-319

	Week 13
	Mon, Apr 13
	Au Bonheur des dames
	Bonheur des Dames 320-378

	
	Wed, Apr 15
	Au Bonheur des dames
	Bonheur des Dames 379-437

	 Week 14
	Mon, Apr 20
	Final Paper Workshop

	
	Wed, Apr 22
	Au Bonheur des dames
	Bonheur des Dames 438-495


* * Thursday, April 30: Final Paper due by 5:00 * * 

Possible Readings for Secondary Source Presentations

Articles

Janet Wolff, "The Invisible Flaneuse: Women and the Literature of Modernity," Theory, Culture and Society, 2 (1985), 37-46.
Dallas Museum of Art, The Impressionist and the City (1992)
Donald J. Olsen, "The City as a Work of Art," in The Pursuit of Urban History, ed. Derek Fraser and Anthony Sutcliffe (Edward Arnold, 1983), 264-285

Elizabeth Wilson, "The Rhetoric of Urban Space," New Left Review, 209 (1995), 146-160

Elizabeth Wilson, The Sphinx in the City: Urban Life, the Control of Disorder, and Women (1992)
Deborah Nord, "The Social Explorer as Anthropologist," in Visions, ed. Sharpe & Wallock, 122-134
Reference Books

Paris through the ages: an illustrated historical atlas of urbanism and architecture.
Historical dictionary of France from the 1815 Restoration to the Second Empire.
Historical dictionary of the French Second Empire, 1852-1870

City Books

Richard T. Le Gates and Frederic Stout, eds., The City Reader, third edition

Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City 

M. Gottdiener and Lagopoulos. The City and and the Sign: An Introduction to Urban Semiotics 

Donald Olsen, The City as a Work of Art: London, Paris, Vienna
William Sharpe and Leonard Wallock, eds., Visions of the Modern City (Johns Hopkins UP, 1987) 

Paris Books

Joanna Richardson, La vie parisienne, 1852-1870. 

Norma Evenson, Paris: A City of Change
Priscilla Parkhurst Ferguson, Paris as Revolution: Writing the 19th-Century City (California, 1994) 

Otto Friedrich, Olympia: Paris in the age of Manet (Harper Collins, 1992)

Christopher Prendergast, Paris and the Nineteenth Century (Blackwell, 1992) 

M.F. Hoffbauer, “Paris à travers les âges.”

Jean-Pierre Arthur Bernard, “Les Deux Paris ” (Paris, Ed. Champ Vallon, 2001).

T. J.  Clark, The Painting of Modern Life: Paris in the Art of Manet and his Followers
Primary Sources

Michel de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life (1984), Ch. VII "Walking in the City," 91-110 

Théophile Gautier, Paris et les Parisiens.
