Studies in Language I: Composition   (FREN 311)

University of Mary Washington, Fall
TR 6:00 pm - 7:15 pm  @ Combs 213

Professor B. Donaldson        E-mail: bdonalds@umw.edu               

Office: Combs 224               Tel: x 1988

Office Hours: MW 4:00-5:00, TR 4:45-6:00 and by appointment (please use Starfish for scheduling)
	Required Texts:

Tâches d’encre.  Siskin, H. Jay, et al. (D.C. Heath, 2nd edition)

En bonne forme.  Dietiker et al. (Houghton Mifflin Co., 7th edition)

French College Dictionary.  Harper-Collins-Robert

Honor Code

A basic requirement of French 311 is that each student handing in the required work must have completed it individually by his/her own effort and without help.  Receiving help from outside sources such as translation software, peer-editing, copying, etc. constitutes a violation of the Honor Code.  Outside Sources means sources other than designated textbooks or other material provided by the professor for specific assignments. From time to time, students may be assigned to work with classmates in groups and will be encouraged to collaborate as instructed.  Specific assignments will also require students to complete research with outside sources—for example, to gather information from a website on the Internet.  In such cases, outside sources will be permitted, but only as explicitly stated in the instructions which accompany the assignment.

Disability Resources
The Office of Disability Resources has been designated by the University as the primary office to guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities.  If you already receive services through the Office of Disability Resources and require accommodations for this class, make an appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodations and bring your accommodation letter with you.  I will hold any information you share with me in the strictest confidence unless you instruct me otherwise.  

Course Objectives 

Writing Component: 

First and foremost, this is a Writing Intensive course designed to refine your knowledge of the French language and your ability to express yourself in writing in the target language.  The goals of the class include those stated by the book: “improving students’ written expression, in terms of both accuracy and content; and reducing writing anxiety so that students can write with more ease and less fear of the teacher’s or another’s corrective feedback.” (EBF, IE-3)  Overall, this course should improve and expand your written communication by providing you with the tools necessary to write (and speak) French on the advanced level. 
We will approach writing on both a micro- and macro-level. That is to say, we will focus at once on the grammar and precision of your writing as well as on the form and content (organization of ideas, strength of argument, and genre-appropriate style).  The syllabus organized to alternate between formal and informal writing and analytical and more creative writing.  Drafts, peer-editing, and self-evaluation of your papers should help you attain the knowledge and skills required to write grammatically sound and well-structured compositions in French.  In your efforts to improve your writing in French, I highly recommend availing yourselves of the resources provided by the library—particularly its reference section and the French-French dictionary in the ARTFL database.  

Do bear in mind that as you learn to express your thoughts in writing, just as in speaking, you will make the kinds of errors that are necessary for acquiring the language. Consequently, you should see errors as a positive step toward communication. For this reason, you will write two drafts of each of the first three compositions so that you can practice correcting your mistakes and improving the overall presentation of your papers.  At the same time, you will learn to track the errors typical of your writing style, so that you may become your own most effective proofreader.

Speaking  Component: 

While this is a WI course, the class sessions will also provide you the opportunity to continue developing your verbal skills.  I encourage you to voice in French your knowledge and opinions, and to share your ideas as you learn from peers both in small group discussions and in class presentations.  Active participation as well as the oral presentation of your compte rendu should hone your rhetorical skills (public speaking, clarity of communication, ability to engage others).  
Reading Component: 

The texts studied in this class will provide you with a variety of written genres. As you read these examples, take note of the differences in style, organization, tone, etc.  Remember, too, that the more French texts you read, the better able you will be to write.
Class Preparation 

You are expected to prepare for each class in advance by reading the pages indicated on the syllabus.  You should come to class having completed the reading and exercises in Tâches d’encre and En bonne forme; these exercises will be the foundation of classroom discussion and essential to your active participation in class.  The exercises can be found under “Assignments” on Blackboard.  You should submit them to the Digital Dropbox by 5:00pm on the day on which they’re due.  Each assignment is worth 100 if you complete it and 0 if you don’t.  If the assignment is late, there will be a 10% reduction (i.e. 100 drops to 90) but I will only accept it through 1:00pm the following day.  After that time I will post the answers in “Assignments” too.

Required Work

Daily Journal & Personal Dictionary

I will collect your journals and dictionaries every two weeks and will return them to you after having commented on both your grammar and style.  Due dates are as follows: September 2, September 16, September 30, October 14, October 28, November 11, December 1.

For the personal dictionary you should look up any unknown vocabulary you encounter in TdE and any new vocabulary you acquire while writing your compositions.  In both cases you should write down the definition and a sample sentence.  

You should write entries in your journal every day.  These entries should be a minimum of ten complex sentences and can be on any subject you desire.  Some examples would be: Réflexion or Ecriture libre from TdE, creative writing, entries on your daily life, or brainstorms for paper ideas.  At least once every two weeks you should include an entry which summarizes an article you read in Le Monde (www.lemonde.fr).

The journal may be handwritten or typed, in a journal or on loose-leaf, but please skip lines.

Résumés (Summaries)
For every reading in TdE you will write a résumé. A résumé is a brief, objective written summary of a text which follows the text’s structural organization.  A résumé is not a commentary, thus nothing should be added, analyzed, or changed in the text.  Instead it should present the content, structure, and interest of a text.

Oral Summaries / Presentations

Throughout the semester you should be prepared to give oral summaries of your written work in which you will be given the opportunity to describe to your peers the content of your compositions.   In addition, there will be a formal oral presentation of your compte rendu.

Compositions

Besides the written exercises from Tâches d’encre and En bonne forme, there will also be five compositions whose topics will be coordinated with passages presented in Tâches d’encre. You will be write an in-class composition on Description / Narration midway through the semester and your final composition is the final exam.  For the remaining three compositions (Compte rendu, Essai / Dissertation, and Explication de texte) you will hand in a rough draft a week in advance.  With these final three you should hand in your rough draft, self-evaluation, and checklist (if applicable). All five of these exercises will afford you the opportunity to demonstrate your comprehension and implementation of the techniques highlighted in each chapter.  N.B. Each day late for either the rough draft or the final copy will lower your grade by 10%

Workshopping of Drafts
For each composition you write at home, you will email me your draft by midnight on the night before class.  During class we will critique anonymous drafts as a group. 
Class Attendance & Participation
Attendance is critical to doing well in this course. You will be allowed three absences throughout the course of the semester.  Beginning with the fourth absence your final grade will begin to drop by one increment (e.g. from an A to an A-) per absence. Should you be absent from class the day on which a paper is due, be sure to have the paper turned in to my office or mailbox sometime that day (either by yourself or by a friend). No late work will be accepted unless previous arrangement has been made with me through personal contact. Keep in mind that attentiveness and participation in class have a direct effect on your grade.  In order to participate effectively, you will need to be fully focused on the class – NO CELL PHONES SHOULD BE USED OR VISIBLE DURING CLASS.  

Grade Distribution






                        Grade Scale
20%       Class Participation, Homework, Oral Summaries

20%       Daily Journal, Personal Dictionary, Résumés
45%       4 Compositions 

15%       Final Exam

93 - 100% 
A 

90 - 92% 
A-

87 - 89% 
B+ 

83 - 86% 
B 

80 - 82% 
B-

77 - 79% 
C+ 

73 - 76% 
C 

70 - 72% 
C-

67 - 69% 
D+ 

63 - 66% 
D

< 63% 

F 


	
	DATE
	IN CLASS 
	HOMEWORK
Reading is listed in underlined italics

Exercises are listed in regular font



	Week
1
	Tues, Aug 24
	Introduction to the course; Writing Survey

	
	Thurs, Aug 26
	How to Use the Dictionary
Grammar 1a : Simple Past (formation)

Grammar 2 : Negation

	TdE 6-9 (“Resources” L’emploi du dictionnaire) 

A (p.8), B (p. 9).  

Using your English dictionary, try to find as many definitions and spellings as possible of the word / dræft /.  

Bring your French-English dictionary to class with you.

EBF 45-49 (Passé Composé); A (p. 46), B (p. 48), C (p. 49) 

EBF 199-209 (Négation) ; A-B (p. 204), C (p. 205), F (p. 207)

	Week 
2
	Tues, Aug 31
	Le Compte rendu I

Grammar 1b : Simple Past (agreement, placement), Imperfect, Pronomial Verbs

	TdE 128-130 Le Compte rendu
Atelier d’écriture I (p. 128) : Choose a French film you have seen and can bring to class; A (p. 129), B (p. 130)

EBF 50-54 (Passé Composé);  D (p. 51), E (p. 52), F (p. 53), J (p. 56)

EBF 66-71  (L’imparfait); A (p. 69), B (p. 71), C-D (p. 72)

	
	Thurs, Sep 2


	Le Compte rendu II

Grammar 1c : Pluperfect, Choosing Past Tenses

	TdE 131-139 Le Compte rendu  Summary
Compréhension du texte (p. 132-133); Analyses structurelle et stylistique (pp. 134-36)

TdE 140-141 Le Compte rendu (cont.) ; B (p. 139), Atelier d’écriture II (p. 140)
EBF 72-76 (Temps du passé); E (p. 73)

EBF 85-88 (Plus-que-parfait); A-C (pp. 86-8)

EBF 88-95 (Temps du passé); D, I, IV (p. 90-4)
JOURNAL

	Week 
3
	Tues, Sep 7
	Le Compte rendu III

Peer-editing / Workshopping
	Composition 1 Compte rendu (draft)
(p. 145 : Atelier III & Retouches)

	
	Thurs, Sep 9
	Grammar 3: Articles Grammar 4: Prepositions
	TdE 141-145 Le Compte rendu (cont.) A (p. 141), A (p. 143), A (p. 144) 
EBF 152-163 (Articles); B-D (p. 155), F-G (p. 157-160), I (p. 161), K-L (p. 162-63)

EBF 163-166 (Prépositions); M-N (p. 165-66)

	Week
4
	Tues, Sep 14
	Oral Presentations
	Work on 1st Composition 

	
	Thurs, Sep 16
	Oral Presentations
	JOURNAL

	Week
5
	Tues, Sep 21
	Oral Presentations
	Work on 1st Composition

	
	Thurs, Sep 23
	Review: Grammar / Vocab
	Composition 1 : Compte rendu (final)

	Week
6
	Tues, Sep 28
	Grammaire 5a : Subjunctive
	EBF 358-371  (Subjonctif); A-D (pp. 360-366), G-H (p. 367-369)

	
	Thurs, Sep 30
	L’Essai


	TdE 82-90 L’Essai    Summary
        Vocabulaire utile (pp. 82-3); A (p. 83), B (p. 84); Compréhension du texte (p. 86), Résumé et Réflexions (p. 87), Analyses structurelle (p. 88) et stylistique (p. 89)

JOURNAL

	Week
7
	Tues, Oct 5
	L’Essai / La Dissertation
Grammar 5b : Subjonctif
	TdE 90-94 L’Essai; Les Actes de Paroles ; A-C (pp. 92-4)
TdE 102-115 La Dissertation Summary
         Atelier d’écriture I, Compréhension du texte (pp. 108-109)

EBF 358-71 (Subjonctif); J-L (p. 371), N (p. 374)



	
	Thurs, Oct 7
	La Dissertation II

	TdE 102-115 La Dissertation (cont.)
       Analyse structurelle (pp. 110-12), Analyse stylistique (pp. 114-15),  Actes de Parole (p. 115), A-B (p. 116)

	Week
8
	Tues, Oct 12
	FALL BREAK

	
	Thurs, Oct 14
	Peer-editing / Workshopping
	Composition 2 : Dissertation (draft) 
(p. 122-23 : Ateliers II, III & Retouches)

	Week
9
	Tues, Oct 19
	La Description I
Grammare 6 : Passive Voice
	TdE 12-18 La Description Summary
       Atelier d’écriture I (p.12) ; Compréhension du texte (p.16), Résumé et Réflexions (p. 17), Analyse Structurelle (p. 17)

EBF 461-67  (Voix passive) ; A (pp. 462-3), B (p. 465), C (p. 466)

	
	Thurs, Oct 21
	La Description II

Grammar 1 (Review) :

Past Tenses
	TdE 18-28 La Description (cont.)

Faire: Analyse stylistique (pp. 18-19); B (p. 23), Atelier d’écriture II (p. 24) & Retouches (30), C-D (p. 27) ; Expansion de Texte

	Week 10
	Tues, Oct 26
	  Review: Grammar / Vocab
	Composition 2 : Dissertation (final)

	
	Thurs, Oct 28
	La Narration I
	TdE 58- 62 :  La Narration
Faire : Point de Départ & Atelier d’écriture I (p. 58), A (p. 60), B (p. 61), C (p. 61-2)

JOURNAL

	Week 11
	Tues, Nov 2
	La Narration II


	TdE 62- 67  La Narration (cont.) Summary
         Compréhension (p. 64), Réflexions (p. 64), Structurelle et stylistique (p. 65), A-C (p. 69)

	
	 Thurs, Nov 4
	La Narration III

Grammar 7: Indirect Discourse 

Grammar 8: Passé simple
	TdE 72- 78  La Narration (cont.) ; Atelier d’écriture II (p. 75), A (p. 75)
 TdE Narrer chronologiquement (pp. 72-3), rapporter le discours (p. 76)  EBF 103-109 (Passé simple) : A-B (p. 104-106)

EBF 444-450 (Discours indirect) : I-II (p. 452-3)

	Week 12
	Tues, Nov 9
	In-class Essay (Bring your dictionaries)

To prepare : Read Atelier d’écriture III & Retouches

	
	Thurs, Nov 11
	Grammar 9a :

Relative Pronouns
	EBF 406-412 (Pronoms relatifs) ; A (p. 406), B (p. 407), C-D (p. 409), E-F (p. 410)

JOURNAL

	 Week 13
	Tues, Nov 16
	Explication de texte I

Poetry Vocabulary

	TdE 148-155 L’explication de texte  Summary
         Point de départ (p. 148); Atelier d’écriture I / A (p. 149), Questions (pp. 150-151), Compréhension et résumé du texte (pp. 154-155), Résumé et Réflexions (p. 156) ; Les Actes de Parole (p. 158)

	
	Thurs, Nov 18
	Explication de texte II

Grammar 9b :

Relative Pronouns
	TdE 155-164 L’explication de texte (cont.)
        Analyses structurelle (p. 156) et stylistique (p. 157); A (p. 158) ; Atelier d’écriture II (p. 159) ; A (p. 161) ; Entrainez-vous (p. 161)

EBF 406-412 (Pronoms relatifs); G-J (p. 412-13)

	Week 14
	Tues, Nov 23
	Peer-editing / Workshopping
	Composition 3 : Explication de texte (draft) 
(Atelier III & Retouches, p. 165)

	
	Thurs, Nov 25
	THANKSGIVING

	Week 15
	Tues, Nov 30
	Grammar 10: 
Comparative & Superlative
	EBF 176-188 (Comparatif et Superlatif)

         A (p. 180), B-C (p. 181), D-E (p. 182), F (p. 184), G (p. 184), I  (p. 186)

	
	Thurs,Dec 1
	1) Write a last journal entry summarizing what you have learned in class. 
2) Choose your favorite journal and dictionary entries to share in class.
Composition 3 (final) & JOURNAL


* * Thursday, December 9: Final Exam 7:00pm – 9:30pm * * 

